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May 10,2016 

Councilwoman Jane Bonner 
2nd District 
Town of Brookhaven 
One Independence Hill 
Farmingville, NY 11738 

Dear Councilwoman Bonner, 

I am writing you this letter in support of your proposed legislation regarding the special permit requirements for 
indoor smoking establishments. 

As a public school Superintendent, I am very concerned about the health consequences to our children 
regarding the smoking in any form of tobacco or other substances in the vicinity of our youngsters. It is my 
belief that it is extremely hazardous to children (both psychologically and physically) to allow indoor smoking 
establishments to exist in close proximity to areas where they may congregate. In addition, recent student 
surveys indicate their perception of smoking and vaping is that it has become more acceptable in society. This 
message is in contradiction to our teaching of the dangers of such behaviors as part of the Miller Place School 
District Character Ed programs. 

Thank you for the time and energy you put forth in promoting legislative efforts which protect our youth. 

Sincerely, 

HA 
Dr. Marianne F. Higuera Dr. Marianne F. Higuera 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Councilwoman Jane Bonner 
2nd District 
Town of Brookhaven 
One Independence Hill 
Farmingville, NY 11738 

Dear Councilwoman Bonner, 

The Miller Place Board of Education is writing this letter in support of your proposed regulation of hookah lounges and 
smoke and vape shops in the Town of Brookhaven. 

The Miller Place School District has been at the forefront of addressing and fighting substance abuse. The education of 
our students and community concerning the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse is a top priority of our district. This is 
demonstrated by the community events the school district has hosted, which have included: a visit from Chris Herren; the 
Suffolk County Police Department's Ugly Truth Presentation; as well as, Narcan training for anyone who is interested. 

We as a district are especially concerned when it comes to vapes which have become fashionable among kids with their 
appeal of different flavorings such as bubble gum and cotton candy. This appeal is especially concerning and insidious 
where these flavors appear to make school age kids the target or sought after end user. It is noted that some studies show 
that vapes have surpassed cigarettes as the most commonly used tobacco product. 

Finally, there is the inherent danger of vaping synthetic drugs instead of nicotine. Many of the vapes look like pens and 
the device itself is odorless and smokeless and easily concealed. In today's climate of substance abuse, it sometimes 
seems that our kids are regularly tempted with the use of illegal substances. Making it easier in this climate to illicitly 
conceal and use illegal substances only feeds that temptation and any action to curb it is greatly appreciated and 
supported. 

The Miller Place Board of Education is grateful and supportive of your efforts to regulate hookah lounges and smoke and 
vape shops in the Town of Brookhaven and wholeheartedly support your efforts. 

Sincerely, 

nvfXQJ 
Mrs. Johanna Testa 
BOE President 


